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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the 
Urban  District  for  the  year  1956. 

The  vital  statistics  of  the  year  show  a  decided  improvement  on 
last  year’s  figures.  The  birth  rate  is  slightly  up  but  the  grati¬ 
fying  feature  is  that  the  infantile  mortality  rate  is  half  that  of  1955. 

Altogether  one  can  look  back  on  1956  with  satisfaction,  and 
finally  I  have  to  thank  my  colleagues  and  the  Councillors  for  their 
co-operation  and  support  during  the  year. 

I  am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  GRAHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


The  area  of  the  district  is  6,504  acres. 

Pojnilation — 17,510. 

The  RATEABLE  \’ALUE  of  the  district  is  /168,v591.  The  sum 
rei)resented  by  a  penny  rate  is  £378. 

.\ccording  to  the  rate  books  tliere  were  5,427  inhabited  houses 
in  the  district. 

The  chief  industries  in  the  area  are  coal  mining  and  tlie  Staveley 
Iron  &  Chemical  Company’s  Works. 

Live  Births  : 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate  .  . 

253 

117 

136 

Illegitimate  . . 

6 

3 

3 

259 

120 

139 

Birth  Rate  : 

14.79  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  resident  population. 

Still  Births  : 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate  . . 

7 

2 

5 

Illegitimate  .  . 

.  .  - 

— 

7 

2 

5 

Still  Birth  Rate  : 

27.02  per  thousand  total  (live  and  still)  births. 

Deaths  : 

'Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

171 

KM) 

71 

Death  Rate  : 

9.76  per  thousand  of  tlie  estimated  i)oi)ulation. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  Nil. 

Other  puerperal  causes  .  .  . .  .  .  Nil. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  this  is  the  twelfth  year  in  succession 
in  which  no  deaths  have  occurred  from  the  above  causes. 
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Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  l  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  thousand  live  births  ..  ..  ..23.16 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  .  .  23.71 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  .  . 

Deaths  from  Violence  : 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Suicide  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

All  other  accidents  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

General  Provision  of  Health  Service  : 

1.  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

No  nursing  in  the  home  is  undertaken  by  the  Urban  District 
Council. 

2.  MIDWIVES. 

These  are  under  the  supervision  of  the  Derbyshire  County 
Council. 

3.  LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Bacteriological  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  at  Sheffield.  Chemical  analyses  are  carried  out 
by  the  Public  Analyst  at  Sheffield. 

4.  HOSPITALS. 

The  majority  of  patients  from  the  urban  area  are  catered  for 
by  the  Chesterfield  Royal  Hospital  and  Scarsdale  Hospital.  Morton 
Hospital  and  Lodgemoor  Hospital  deal  with  infectious  diseases  and 
maternity  cases  are  received  at  Ashgate  Annexe  or  at  the  Maternity 
Wards  of  Scarsdale  Hospital. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

There  is  no  lack  of  employment  for  the  residents  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  but  most  of  the  work  is  in  the  heavy  industries  and  there  is 
a  lack  of  suitable  employment  for  partially  disabled  and  not  fully 
fit  men. 

For  an  industrial  area  the  urban  district  is  fortunate  in  having 
so  many  recreational  facilities. 

The  open  air  baths  at  Ringwood  are  in  great  demand  ;  in  fact 
the  only  fault  is  that  they  are  not  large  enough  to  cater  for  all  those 
who  desire  to  use  them. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (Amendment)  ACT,  1951. 
National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

Once  again  it  is  gratifying  to  report  that  it  has  not  been  neces¬ 
sary  to  take  action  under  the  provisions  of  the  Acts.  One  case 
was  investigated  but  this  turned  out  to  be  one  which  came  under  the 
care  of  the  mental  health  department  of  the  Derbyshire  County 
Council. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

These  have  been  adequate  and  of  good  quality.  W'hen  the 
Ogston  Reservoir  Scheme  is  complete,  Staveley  will  be  supplied 
from  that  source  and  there  should  be  ample  supplies  available  for 
the  future.  It  is  hoped  that  the  scheme  will  be  completed  and  the 
reservoir  filled  in  1958. 

SEWAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS. 

New  sewers  have  been  laid  to  serve  the  new  Council  housing 
development  at  Inkersall  (ireen. 

\  commencement  was  made  during  the  year  with  the  provision 
of  a  main  sewer  from  the  Poolsbrook  Pumping  Station  to  Inkersall 
Green.  This  sewer  will  be  adequate  to  deal  with  a  substantial  (pian- 
tity  of  sewage,  and  opens  up  a  large  area  for  future  development. 

Mining  subsidence  continues  to  affect  both  above  ground  and 
below  ground  sewers.  A  length  of  sewer  some  20  feet  deep  had  to  be 
relaid  during  the  year  in  Fern  venue  on  the  Middlccroft  Estate. 

Further  e.xtensions  have  been  completed  to  the  sludge  lagoons 
at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  have  been  comparatively  few  notifications  during  the 
year  and  no  deaths  have  been  recorded  from  any  of  tlie  infectious 
diseases.  .Ml  have  been  of  a  mild  type. 

No  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  were  notified. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Disease 

Total  No. 
notified 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

9 

3 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 

— 

— 

Cholera 

— 

- - ■ 

Cerebospinal  Meningitis 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Dysentery.  . 

1 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

Erysipelas .  . 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

Measles 

1 

— 

Membranous  Croup 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fevers 

— 

— 

Plague 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

Relapsing  Fever 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

32 

22 

Smallpox  .  .  . 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  .  .  .  . 

9 

6 

Typhus  Fever 

— 

— 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

M’hooping  Cough .  . 

56 

3 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 


Cas 

es  Treated  : 

Vision 

Unim¬ 

paired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

Notified 

At  Home 

In 

Hospital 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■— 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS  RETURN. 


New 

Sases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Nc 
Pul  me 

)n 

)nary 

Pulm 

onary 

Nc 

Pulm 

>11 

onary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1 

- - 

- - 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

1  and  over 

5  and  over  . . 

10  and  over 

15  and  over  .  . 

20  and  over 

■  - 

I 

— 

-  - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  and  over  .  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35  and  over 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45  and  over 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55  and  over 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  .  . 

6 

3 

— 

— 

4 

— 

■  — 

— 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  ACCORDING  TO  AGE  GROUPS. 
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SEASONAL  INCIDENCE  OF  DISEASES. 


9 


sib;ox 


CO 


CD  <x 


j9qiU9DaQ 


JOqUI9AO|<[ 


J9qo;oo 


joqui9;d9S 


:^snSnv 


X 


A[nl' 


aunf 


ludv 


ipjBH 


XjBnjqaj^ 


AjBnuBf 


2 

.  c  .  . 

•’^O*  *•  .  .. 

gi  :l  I  2 

^  <1^  hn  ^  O 

igg  irt  :  :.i2  :g  iSoj:®  >^o.2^£ 

^  I  ^  -a'S  ^^M-s  §  E  ^  ^  ^  c -2  g  g 

^  2  o  ti  "S,  (^3 '5  c;  c 

0)  O  D  flt  o  C  _ _  '— •'^1.  -M  3  ^  ^  O  *-•"  ^ 

0)  o;  (/5T3  ^  cd  bc^cd'u'P^'^'^  o  ^  ^  ® 

DDSoP7^^DiAocdC.JpL:ifa),i2!2™ciHCii^X5^  ^ 
ouo^a;-S'>‘C^HO^J:^0Hcd-2c3^oB>^  ^ 

<<<OUQQWWf2^§OdiP^l5pHtntfiHH^H 


10 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  STAVELEY  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Male 

Female 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

4 

_ 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infection 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach.  . 

3 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

9 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  .  . 

— 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  .  . 

— 

— 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  .  . 

9 

3 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .  . 

7 

12 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

17 

12 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

4 

Other  heart  diseases 

20 

10 

Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

6 

Influenza 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

4 

Bronchitis 

9 

1 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

— 

1 

I'lcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

— 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

5 

8 

Motor  Vehicle  .Occidents 

1 

— 

All  other  accidents 

1 

1 

Suicide  .  . 

1 

— 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

— 

— 

100 

71 

Per  1,000 

Male 

Female 

Births 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year 

including  illegitimate 

2 

4 

23.16 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants 

— 

— 

— 

Births  : 

Total  . . 

120 

139 

14.79 

Legitimate 

1 17 

130 

14.44 

Illegitimate 

3 

3 

0.34 
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DEATH  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1  year 

2 

4 

6 

1 — 4  years 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 9  years 

— 

— 

— 

10 — 14  years 

— 

— 

— 

15 — 19  years 

1 

— 

1 

20 — 24  years 

1 

— 

1 

25 — 34  years 

3 

— 

3 

35 — 44  years 

3 

1 

4 

45 — 54  years 

8 

3 

11 

55 — 64  years 

35 

19 

54 

65 — 69  years 

14 

10 

24 

70 — 74  years 

11 

12 

23 

75 — 79  years 

11 

6 

17 

80 — 84  years 

10 

9 

19 

85—89  years 

1 

7 

8 

90 — 95  years 

— 

— 

— 

100 

71 

171 
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TREATMENT  CENTRE,  POOLSBROOK. 

The  Treatment  Centre  at  Poolsbrook  is  operated  by  seven 
adjoining  Local  Authorities  for  the  treatment  of  Scabies  and  Head 
Lice.  The  total  number  of  cases  treated  is  indicated  below  and  the 
cases  treated  from  this  Urban  District  are  detailed  in  the  last  column  ; 

Scabies. 


Adults 

5- 

—15  yrs. 

1946 

. .  877 

379 

1947 

351 

178 

1948 

135 

67 

1949 

70 

42 

1950 

26 

18 

1951 

21 

13 

1952 

32 

29 

1953 

14 

11 

1954 

5 

1 

1955 

5 

2 

1956 

9 

4 

Head 

Lice. 

.•\dults 

5-15  years 

1946 

.  .  20  (17) 

9(S  (84) 

1947 

7 

(1) 

43  (30) 

1948 

. .  — 

— 

24  (23) 

1949 

1 

(1) 

38  (29) 

1950 

1 

(1) 

25  (16) 

1951 

8 

(4) 

23  (10) 

1952 

5 

(2) 

20  (8) 

1953 

. .  17 

(9) 

36  (12) 

1954 

5 

(:^) 

26  (11) 

1955 

1 

(0) 

6  (1) 

1956 

. 

Total  cases 


mder  5  yrs. 

Total 

from 

S.U.D. 

212 

1468 

337 

65 

594 

98 

41 

243 

33 

16 

128 

6 

6 

50 

4 

2 

36 

6 

10 

71 

— 

3 

28 

6 

1 

7 

— 

1 

8 

— 

— 

13 

— 

Total  cases 
from 

Under  5  years  Total  S.U.l). 

24  (23) 

140  (124) 

40  (32) 

7  (5) 

57  (36) 

7  (7) 

2  (2) 

26  (25) 

12  (12) 

3  (3) 

42  (33) 

23  (16) 

2  (2) 

28  (19) 

8  (7) 

4  (2) 

35  (16) 

1  (0) 

7  (2) 

32  (12) 

4  (1) 

17(11) 

70  (32) 

3  (3) 

5  (1) 

36  (15) 

10  (2) 

1  (0) 

8  (1) 

8  (1) 
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Scabies  with  Verminous  Heads. 

Total  cases 


Adults 

5-15  yrs. 

Under  5  yrs 

Total 

from 

S.U.D. 

1946 

.  .  39  (29) 

120  (90) 

26  (17) 

185  (136) 

28  (17) 

1947 

11  (4) 

45  (31) 

10 

(3) 

66  (38) 

8  (4) 

1948 

.  .  6  (3) 

20  (11) 

9 

(6) 

35  (20) 

2  (2) 

1949 

.  .  3  (3) 

7  (7) 

1 

(1) 

11  (11) 

—  — 

1950 

.  .  —  — 

6  (6) 

1 

(1) 

7  (7) 

—  — 

1951 

1952 

.  .  —  — 

5  (3) 

— 

— 

5  (3) 

5  (3) 

1953 

.  .  —  — 

1  (0) 

1 

(0) 

2  (0) 

2  (0) 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Note  :  The  numbers  in  brackets  refer  to  those  on  whom  live  lice 
were  found. 


Other  cases  treated. 

Diagnosis  not  Pediculosis 

confirmed  Miscellaneous  Corporis 


1946  .. 

. .  59 

30 

1947  .. 

. .  38 

26 

1948  .. 

. .  37 

10 

1949  .. 

. .  13 

9 

1950  .. 

.  .  16 

33 

1951  .. 

5 

2 

1952  .. 

.  .  10 

8 

1953  .. 

. .  6 

4 

1954  .. 

.  .  — 

4 

1955  .. 

1 

2 

1956  .. 

— 

4 

Pediculosis 

Pubis 

9 

4 

13 


n 


O 


1 

1 


1 
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MASS  RADIOGRAPHY. 

The  details  of  the  survey  carried  out  by  the  Mass  Radiography 
Unit  at  the  Drill  Hall,  Staveley,  on  27th,  28th  and  29th  November, 
1956,  are  as  follows  : — 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Total  radiographed 

197 

574 

771 

Passed  on  miniature  film 

174 

552 

726 

Recalled  for  full  size  film 

22 

20 

42 

h'ailed  to  attend  for  large  film 

— 

1 

1 

Passed  on  large  film 

10 

8 

18 

Recalled  for  Medical  interview 

after  large  film 

12 

11 

23 

Recalled  for  Medical  interview 

without  large  film 

1 

2 

3 

Referred  to  Chest  Clinic 

11 

4 

15 

Referred  to  “Own  Doctor” 

2 

9 

11 

Included  in  the  above  figures  are 

75  inhabitants  of  the  Har- 

tington  district  of  whom  only  4  required  recall,  which  is  about  the 
same  percentage  as  the  rest  of  the  district.  One  was  an  old  known 
case  of  tuberculosis,  one  a  heart  case  and  the  other  two  will  probably 
prove  to  be  bronchitis  after  investigation.  It  was  estimated  that 
about  19.4%  of  the  residents  in  the  Hartington  district  over  the 
age  of  13  years  attended  for  X-Ray.  In  \’iew  of  the  small  numbers 
involved  there  is  little  that  can  be  drawn  from  these  findings. 

The  response  from  the  district  generally  was  disappointing 
but  this  can  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  weather  was  atrocious 
on  two  of  the  three  public  session  days  and  to  the  fact  that  quite 
a  large  proportion  of  the  male  population  would  receive  their 
X-Ray  either  at  Staveley  W  orks  or  Ireland  Colliery,  immediately 
preceeding  the  public  sessions. 

INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

.\cts)  .  2(M) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  this  purpose  ..  280 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidation 
Regulations  1925  and  1932  ..  ..  ..  Nil. 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  .  Nil. 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unlit  for 
human  habitation 
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4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respect  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  84 

Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  Without  Service  of  Formal 

Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consecpience  of  informal  action  by  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  35 

Action  Under  Statutory  Powers  During  the  Year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring 


repairs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notice  : 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil. 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notice  : 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  defaidt  of 

owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  Nil. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act  1936  ; 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  demolition  orders  were  made  .  .  8 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Order  .  .  .  .  8 


(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act 
1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 
ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  .  .  .  .  Nil. 

Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV— Overcrowding. 

During  the  year  one  case  of  overcrowding  was  discovered  and 
this  was  abated  after  representations  had  been  made  to  the  owner 
of  the  dwelling. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  AND  CLEANSING  SUPERIN¬ 
TENDENT 

for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1956 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Public  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  (ientleman, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  .Annual  Report  in  respect  of 
the  work  carried  out  during  1956. 

The  work  of  the  department  has  continued  smoothly  during 
the  year  and  the  details  in  the  following  pages  of  the  Report  will 
indicate  the  varied  and  extensive  character  of  the  work  involved. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  more  concentrated  effort  cannot  be  given 
to  all  aspects  of  public  health  duties.  This  is  undoubtedly  due  to 
the  character,  size  and  population  of  the  Urban  District  in  relation 
to  the  staff  available  to  carry  out  this  most  essential  work.  The 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955  came  into  operation  during  the 
year,  which  gives  the  Local  .Authority  the  duty  of  enforcing  a  new 
standard  for  premises  connected  with  food.  The  Regulations  are 
welcomed  as  pro\’iding  a  new  and  better  standard,  and  should  en¬ 
sure  that  food  is  prepared  and  sold  under  conditions  which  are 
entirely  satisfactory. 

Continued  representations  had  to  be  made  to  those  responsible 
for  creating  the  dust  nuisance  at  Hartington.  The  process  of  slag 
crushing  creates  considerable  volumes  of  dust  which  is  blown  witli 
the  wind  over  large  areas  and  causes  annoyance,  discomfort  and 
nuisance  to  residents.  Arrangements  hav’e  been  finalised  for  dust 
extractors  to  be  installed  in  one  portion  of  the  works  and  this 
should  be  in  operation  in  1957.  .At  this  same  works,  slag  is  being 
foamed  and  this  gives  rise  to  additional  hazards.  Sulphur  dioxide 
and  hydrogen  sulphide  are  given  off  in  large  volumes  during  the 
process  of  foaming,  and  dust  is  also  emitted  into  the  atmosphere. 
These  gases  and  dust  present  particularly  difficult  problems,  and 
the  extension  of  scientific  knowledge  in  processes  such  as  this  one 
seems  essential. 

The  improvement  of  the  old  cottages  at  Poolsbrook  was  com¬ 
pleted  during  the  year  and  pro\’ides  modern  amenities  which  are 
much  appreciated  by  209  families  in  this  mining  community. 
.Applications  for  grant  have  now  dropped  to  a  very  steady  and  low 
number. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  exjiressing  my  appreciation  to  the 
Council  and  to  all  your  officers  for  the  continued  support  given 
during  the  year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  MURRAY, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
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Improvement  Grants. 

The  improvement  of  the  houses  in  the  old  village  at  Pools- 
brook  was  completed  during  the  year.  81  houses  were  provided 
with  bathrooms  and  modern  type  cooking  ranges  and  this  completed 
the  scheme  of  209  houses.  The  total  amount  paid  by  way  ot  grant 
to  the  National  Coal  Board  for  the  improvement  of  these  209  houses 
amounted  to  £\Q,101  9s.  9d.  The  tenants  of  the  property  have 
spoken  appreciatively  of  the  amenities  now  provided  which  have 
brought  the  houses  up  to  a  more  modern  standard. 

Two  applications  for  improvement  grants  were  received  and 
grants  were  approved  totalling  £211  5s.  Od.  Both  these  schemes 
were  completed  during  the  year. 

Grants  totalling  £753  Os.  Od.  were  paid  during  1956  in  rcsj)cct 
of  applications  for  grants  approved  in  previous  years. 

Temporary  Dwellings. 

A  total  of  10  applications  for  licences  to  station  caravans 
in  the  district  were  received  during  the  year  which  were  granted. 
Licences  are  for  a  period  of  12  months  and  are  granted  under  the 
provisions  of  Section  269,  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Particulars  will  be  found  in  the  Medical  Officer’s  Report  of  the 
number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  during  the  year.  15  visits 
were  paid  to  houses  where  cases  had  occurred.  The  scarlet  fever 
which  was  notified  is  of  a  particularly  mild  type  and  there  seems 
little  value  in  the  carrying  out  of  terminal  disinfection.  Library 
books  continue  to  be  disinfected  before  being  returned  direct  to 
the  library.  Disinfectant  is  always  available,  free  of  charge  to 
householders  where  cases  of  infectious  diseases  exist. 

Verminous  Premises. 

The  number  of  premises  found  to  be  infested  with  vermin 
is  again  very  low.  Only  two  premises  had  to  be  treated  for  infes¬ 
tation  by  bed  bugs  which  were  satisfactorily  treated  using  modern 
insecticides.  It  is  signiheant  that  householders  now  seek  the  assis¬ 
tance  of  the  Department  in  the  eradication  of  woodworm  and  ants. 
Whilst  these  insects  are  not  prejudicial  to  health,  every  assistance 
is  given  to  control  these  troublesome  pests. 

Food  Preparing  Premises. 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  came  into  operation 
during  the  year  which  set  out  a  standard  to  be  achieved  in  premises 
where  food  is  handled.  The  voluntary  co-operation  of  all  food 
handlers  was  sought  by  giving  publicity  to  the  new  Regulations. 
Some  traders  have  asked  for  the  Department’s  advice  on  the 
structural  condition  of  their  premises  and  it  has  been  pleasing 
to  note  that  alterations  have  been  carried  out  in  certain  premises. 
There  is  still,  however,  a  considerable  amount  of  work  required 
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to  be  clone  throughout  the  Urban  District  to  bring  all  premises  up 
to  a  satisfactory’  state.  It  has  not  been  found  possible  to  carry  out  a 
proper  sur\’ey  of  all  the  premises  due  to  activities  in  other  spheres. 

The  Ministry’s  Model  Byelaws  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and 
Druus  .Act,  1938,  are  in  force  in  this  area. 

Meat  Inspection. 

There  are  no  licensed  slaughterhouses  within  the  Urban 
District.  Meat  which  is  sold  from  butchers’  shops,  mobile  shops  and 
vans  has  previously  been  inspected  at  the  slaughterhouses  in  the 
Chesterfield  and  Sheffield  districts.  Few  persons  are  now  keeping 
pigs  for  their  own  consumption  and  the  number  of  recpiests  for 
inspections  is  very  small. 


Milk  and  Dairies  Administration. 

The  Council  is  responsible  for  the  supervision  of  milk  dis¬ 
tribution  in  the  district.  The  following  registrations  and  licences 
are  operative  in  the  area  : — 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

Distributors  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  20 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949  1954. 

Tuberculin  Tested  ; 

Dealers  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  11 

Supplementary  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  5 


Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised)  Milk  Regu¬ 
lations,  1949  1954. 

Pasteurised  : 

Dealers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  12 

Supplementary  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  6 

Sterilised  : 

Dealers  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  — 

Supplementary  . .  . .  .  .  . .  1 


The  Council’s  duties  under  the  .Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 
are  chiefly  concerned  with  the  distribution  of  milk.  It  has  been 
noted  that  milk  is  left  standing  on  highway  verges  for  (|uite  con¬ 
siderable  periods  and  that  retailers’  vehicles  are  not  properly 
ecpiipped  to  avoid  contamination  and  to  giv’e  shield  from  the  rain 
and  sun.  .All  retailers  arc  being  kept  acquainted  with  their  res¬ 
ponsibilities  in  this  matter  and  some  improvement  is  expected  to 
take  place. 


Ice  Cream  Premises. 

I'hc  total  number  of  registrations  operative  under  Section  16, 
Food  and  Drugs  .Act,  19.55,  are  as  follows  : — 

Manufacture  and  Sale  . .  .  .  . .  1 

Sale  only  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  23 

No  apjilieations  for  registration  were  received  during  the 


year. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

The  Derbyshire  County  Council,  as  Food  and  Drugs  Authority, 
obtained  56  samples  of  food,  including  23  milk  samples  during  the 
year  and  these  were  examined  for  quality.  All  samples  proved  to  be 
satisfactory. 

Swimming  Baths. 

2  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  open  air  swimming 
bath  at  Ringwood  and  both  were  bacteriologically  satisfactory. 

Places  of  Entertainment. 

During  the  year  visits  have  been  paid  to  Cinemas  and  other 
places  of  entertainment.  Conditions  arc  generally  satisfactory. 

Shops  Act,  1950. 

17  visits  were  paid  to  various  shops  regarding  sanitary  con¬ 
veniences,  employment  of  young  persons,  keeping  of  required 
records  and  notices,  and  the  closing  of  shops  at  regulation  hours. 
No  contraventions  were  recorded  during  the  year. 

Rodent  Infestation. 

Rodent  Control  work  continues  with  the  services  of  a  part- 
time  operator.  The  work  carried  out  during  the  year  is  indicated 
by  the  following  table  : — 


L.A. 

property 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Business 

premises 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

T  otal 

Number  of  properties  in 
the  district 

4 

5508 

495 

44 

6051 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a  result 
of  : — 

(a)  Notification  .  . 

1 

35 

3 

1 

40 

(b)  survey  under  the  Act 

2 

185 

7 

20 

214 

(c)  when  visited  for  some 
other  purpose 

1 

294 

197 

2 

494 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  found  to  be 
infested  by  : — 

(a)  Rats 

2 

38 

1 

41 

(b)  Mice  .  . 

— 

2 

3 

— 

5 

Number  of  infested  prop¬ 
erties  treated  by 
Local  .\uthority 

2 

37 

3 

— 

42 

Two  tests  were  carried  out  of  the  Council’s  sewers  for  evidence 
of  rodent  infestation  and  one  maintenance  treatment  was  also 
carried  out.  The  results  suggest  that  portions  of  the  sewerage 
system  are  infested  particularly  in  the  older  parts  of  the  town. 
Undoubtedly  the  effect  of  mining  subsidence  on  drains  and  sewers 
encourages  infestation  by  rats  and  the  portions  of  the  district  known 
to  be  particularly  affected  received  particular  attention. 
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Treatments  continue  to  be  taken  on  all  premises  by  using  the 
methods  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food.  These  include  the  use  of  the  most  modern  rodenticides 
including  “  Warfarin.”  This  is  proving  to  be  most  effective  but 
is,  unfortunately,  unsuitable  for  use  in  sewers. 

Water  Supplies. 

The  water  supplied  to  the  District  is  controlled  by  the  North 
East  Derbyshire  Joint  Water  Committee. 

During  1956  the  Committee  collected  48  samples  of  water  from 
household  taps  in  the  District,  of  which  2  proved  to  be  unsatis¬ 
factory.  The  unsatisfactory  samples  were  subsecpiently  confirmed  as 
being  satisfactory  in  both  cases. 

The  number  of  new  properties  connected  to  the  supply  was  ; — 
Inkersall  (ireen  Estate  .  .  . .  . .  UK) 

Private  development  .  .  . .  . .  6 

UK? 

I'he  new  lengths  of  main  laid  in  the  area  during  the  year  was 
as  follows  : — 

18  inch  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,620  yards 

5  inch  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  860  yards 

4  inch  . .  . .  . .  . .  117  j-ards 

2,097  yards 

Results  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  by  your  own  officers 
are  shown  below  : — 


Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Total 

Samples  taken  by  North 
East  Derbyshire  Joint 
Water  Committee 

46 

2 

48 

Samples  taken  by 
Stavelcy  Urban 

District  Council  : — 
January 

2 

2 

February 

2 

— 

2 

March 

2 

— 

2 

April  . . 

2 

— 

2 

May 

2 

— 

2 

June . 

5 

1 

(■) 

July . 

1 

1 

2 

August 

1 

4 

September 

1 

1 

2 

October 

2 

— 

2 

November 

2 

— 

2 

December 

— 

— 

— 

ro  I'ALS  . . 

24 

4 

28 

Unsatisfactory  samples  of  water  were  referred  to  the  North 
East  Derbyshire  Joint  Water  Committee  for  their  investigation  and 
subse(iuent  samples  proved  the  water  to  be  wholesome. 
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Atmospheric  Pollution. 

The  following  table  gives  the  Analyst’s  reports  of  deposited 
matter  and  estimation  of  Sulphur  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1956 


TONS 

PER  SQUARE 

MILE 

Lead  perox¬ 
ide  gauge 
reading  mil¬ 
ligrams  per 
100  sq.  cen¬ 
timetres  per 
day 

Frank- 

lyn 

Drive, 

Harting- 

ton 

Staveley 

Works 

Canteen 

Swain's 

Farm 

Inkersall 

Green 

Harting- 

ton 

House, 

Harting- 

ton 

JANUARY 

32.24 

24.51 

17.68 

_ 

2.41 

FEBRUARY  .  . 

19.59 

30.62 

23,55 

— 

3.96 

MARCH 

24.57 

31.08 

10.91 

— 

1.73 

APRIL 

25.39 

25.98 

18.61 

— 

2.11 

MAY 

25.85 

20,41 

15.84 

— 

1.18 

JUNE  .  . 

40.77 

22.94 

18.49 

— 

1.63 

JULY 

31.38 

24.31 

16.28 

— 

1.16 

AUGUST 

33.39 

13.91 

24.67 

— 

1.12 

SEPTEMBER  .  . 

24,83 

26.81 

15.57 

— 

1.04 

OCTOBER 

30.30 

21.34 

14.50 

— 

1.67 

NOVEMBER  .  . 

— 

17.01 

14.67 

— 

2.41 

DECEMBER  .  . 

21.60 

15.87 

— 

24.36 

3.43 

ANNUAL  TOTAL 

309.91 

274.79 

190.77 

24.36 

23.85 

MONTHLY 

AVERAGE  .  . 

28.17 

22.89 

17.34 

24,36 

..99 

The  estimation  of  sulphur  by  the  lead  peroxide  method  is 
indicated  on  the  graph  below.  The  lead  peroxide  gauge  has  been 
stationed  at  Inkersall  for  the  first  eleven  months  in  the  year  and 
being  in  the  south  west  of  our  District  the  readings  should  be  some¬ 
what  lower  than  for  any  other  part  of  the  area.  The  broken  line 
represents  the  monthly  average  figure  over  the  previous  t>velve 
months.  This  indicates  a  slight  rise  in  the  year  in  the  sulphur 
content  of  the  atmosphere. 
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Petroleum  Licensing. 

The  number  of  licences  granted  to  store  petroleum  spirit  during 
the  year  was  18  and  the  (piantity  to  be  stored  totalled  195,700 
gallons. 

The  whole  of  the  licences  granted  were  for  storage  in  bulk  in 
special  tanks  and  no  contraxentions  were  observed  during  the 
year. 


Dustbins,  Privy  Middens  and  Closet  Accommodation. 

The  undermentioned  table  gives  the  apj)ro.\imate  number  of 
sanitar)’  conveniences  of  all  types  in  use  at  the  end  of  1956  : — 

No.  of  Water  Closets  . .  . .  6,120 

No.  of  Pail  Closets  . .  . .  6 

No.  of  Privies  . .  . .  .  .  60 

No.  of  dustbins  . .  . .  .  .  6,2(K) 

One  conversion  of  an  insanitary  j)rivy  midden  was  made  during 
the  year.  A  W.C.  and  dustbin  were  prox'ided  and  a  connection  made 
to  the  public  sewer.  Assistance  in  the  carrying  out  of  this  scheme 
was  given  by  the  Council  and  a  financial  grant  made  of  £40. 

There  are 60 privy  middens  still  e.xisting  in  the  Urban  District. 
They  are  situated  on  farm  premises  and  unable  to  be  connected  to 
the  public  sewer.  Some  improvement  is  gradually  being  made  by 
the  owners  of  the  farm  property  by  providing  W.C.s  and  discharging 
the  waste  to  sr^ptic  tanks.  The  remoteness  of  some  of  the  farms  still 
makes  it  necessary  to  retain  a  dry  ashpit  for  house  refuse  as  it  is 
not  practicable  to  make  long  journeys  on  a  weekly  basis. 


Public  Sanitary  Conveniences. 

The  cleansing  and  maintaining  of  the  Public  Conveniences  is 
vested  in  the  Public  Health  Department. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  conveniences  maintained  by  the 
Department  : — 


.1  ccommodation 


Situation  for  females 

Market  Street,  Staveley  . .  2  W.C.s 

Inkersall  Koad,  Stavelej'  .  .  Nil 

Barrow  Hill  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Private  Drive,  Hollingwood  Nil 


.1  ccommodation 
for  males 

2  W.C.s 
4  Urinal  Stalls 
1  Urinal  Stall 
4  Urinal  Stalls 
1  Urinal  Stall 


The  Convenience  at  Ikirrow  Hill  is  in  need  of  urgent  recon¬ 
struction  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  work  will  be  carried  out  during 
the  ne.xt  year. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1948. 


1.  Inspection  for  Purpose  of  Provisions  as  to  Health. 

Visits  are  paid  regularly  to  the  factories  in  the  district  and 
conditions  generally  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


Number  of  : 

Premises 

(1) 

No.  on 
Register 
(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  &  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

2 

Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  Local 
Authority 

34 

18 

1 

Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
excluding  outworkers 

premises 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  .  . 

36 

18 

1 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

No.  of 
defects  in 
respect  of 
which  Pros¬ 
ecutions 
were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1 .) 

_ _ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  tempera¬ 
ture  (S.3.) 

Inadequate  Ventilation 
(S.4.) 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  .  . 

_ 

_ 

_ _ 

Sanitary  conveniences 

(S.7.) 

_ 

_ 

Insufficient,  unsuitable 
or  defective  sanitary 
conveniences 

4 

3 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

4 

3 

— 

— 
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3.  Outwork. 


Nature  of  Work 

No.  of 
outworkers 

No.  of  cases 
of  default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

Wearing  apparal  .  . 

— 

— 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets 

2 

— 

TOTAI . 

2 

— 

SUMMARY 

OF  SANITARY  WORK  DONE  IN  THE  PUBLIC 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1956 

/ tispections  and 

Obseri'ations 

made 

^Drainage 

155 

Lodging  Houses 

2 

Filthy  &  \’erminous  Conditions 

25 

Tents,  \’ans  and  Sheds 

25 

Places  of  Entertainment  .  . 

2 

Petroleum  Stores  . . 

2 

Shops  Act  . . 

17 

t- 

Schools 

18 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

82 

7 

Factories  . . 

18 

■X.  ^ 

Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire 

1 

Outworkers 

2 

Rats  and  Mice 

42 

y. 

Piggeries 

5 

Poidtry  and  other  animals 

2 

Water  Supply 

27 

Watercourses,  ditches,  etc. 

9 

Cesspools  . . 

9 

Public  Conyeniences 

22 

Swimming  Baths  .  . 

2 

Miscellaneous 

22 

o 

y* 

f  Refuse  Collection 

128 

Refuse  Disposal 

.  .  . 

58 

Salyage 

22 

25 


Summary  of  Sanitary  }Nork— Continued. 

Inspections  and 
Observations 
made 


'Under  Public  Health  Acts. 

No.  of  houses  inspected  .  .  . .  109 

Additional  visits  to  above  houses  .  .  38 

Under  Housing  Acts. 

g  No.  of  houses  inspected  . .  . .  91 

55  Additional  visits  to  above  houses  .  .  42 

g  Overcrowding 

IC  No.  of  houses  inspected  .  .  .  .  1 

Additional  visits  to  above  houses  .  .  2 

Improvement  Grants. 

No.  of  visits  made  .  .  .  .  .  .  95 

'Ice  Cream  Premises  . .  .  .  .  .  3 

^  Fried  Fish  Shops  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

2  Licensed  Premises  .  .  . .  . .  2 

o  Sausage  and  Pork  Products  .  .  .  .  1 

S  J  Bakehouses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

z  ^  Butchers  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Provision  Merchants  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

o  Canteens  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

(2  Street  Traders  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  2 

(^Investigation  of  Food  Poisoning  .  .  24 


u 

(/> 

< 

w 

w 

G 

g /Enquiries  into  Cases  ..  ..  ..  15 

o  /Disinfections  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

H  _ 

g  1..185 

z  - 

Salvage  of  Waste  Paper. 

The  salvage  of  waste  paper  continued  throughout  the  year 
despite  some  limiting  factors.  In  June  the  consumers  of  salvaged 
paper  indicated  that  collections  were  temporarily  greater  than 
industrial  usage.  A  policy  of  restraint  had  to  be  adopted  and  a 
limitation  of  deliveries  was  introduced  by  the  Mills.  This  not  only 
stopped  the  drive  for  increased  waste  paper  but  it  reduced  the  amount 
to  be  sent  to  the  Mills  during  the  last  six  months  of  the  year. 


26 


Fortunately  the  amount  of  waste  paper  salvaged  in  Staveley 
during  the  last  six  months  of  1955  was  much  bigger  than  ever  before 
and  it  was  on  these  figures  that  the  (juota  was  fixed.  As  a  result 
the  tonnage  during  the  period  when  limitation  was  in  force  has  been 
little  different  from  the  monthly  average  for  the  whole  of  1955. 
It  was,  however,  disappointing  that  the  annual  tonnage  could  not 
be  substantially  increased  as  had  been  anticipated. 

The  comparative  details  for  the  two  j’cars  were  as  follows  ; — 


1955  1956 


Weight 

Valnc 

Weight 

]'alite 

T. 

C. 

l>- 

L 

s. 

d. 

T. 

C. 

y- 

s. 

d. 

january 

16 

16 

2 

116 

11 

1 

16 

16 

— 

129 

11 

9 

I'ebruarv  .  . 

14 

15 

— 

126 

16 

10 

15 

17 

2 

145 

9 

8 

March 

11 

5 

1 

96 

19 

4 

11 

16 

1 

112 

8 

2 

April 

16 

5 

2 

126 

11 

8 

17 

18 

6 

162 

5 

11 

May 

16 

15 

6 

120 

4 

6 

17 

11 

— 

159 

5 

9 

June 

16 

17 

1 

161 

8 

11 

19 

5 

— 

174 

19 

2 

1st  half-yearly 

totals 

80 

12 

1 

718 

9 

1 

96 

1 

*> 

884 

0 

5 

July 

16 

14 

O 

159 

4 

9 

15 

16 

— 

146 

4 

O 

.\ugust 

12 

16 

1 

122 

9 

4 

11 

12 

— 

112 

2 

6 

September 

16 

17 

2 

162 

5 

4 

16 

7 

O 

122 

9 

8 

October 

16 

10 

— 

159 

15 

9 

12 

12 

1 

121 

4 

0 

November 

17 

7 

2 

170 

9 

4 

15 

11 

2 

145 

2 

5 

December 

18 

6 

1 

172 

18 

8 

14 

12 

2 

140 

0 

9 

2nd  half-yearly 


totals  . .  98 

6  — 

947  6  2  86 

8 

6  784  i 

f  4 

.\nnual  totals  178 

18  1 

1665  12  6  179 

10 

1  1  (i68  [ 

1  9 

In  addition  to  the  reduction  in  quantity  that  it  was  able 
to  send  to  the  Mills  there  was  also  a  reduction  in  price  of  the  paper 
sold.  .\s  from  1st  .\pril,  the  price  of  all  waste  paper  was  reduced 
to  10s.  Od.  per  ton.  The  Mills  also  introduced  conditions  as  to 
minimum  weights  per  load.  .\ny  grade  of  paper  falling  below  a 
minimum  weight  of  2  tons,  per  load  was  only  paid  for  at  half  the 
full  rate. 

\  bonus  is  paid  to  your  workmen  based  on  the  value  of  waste 
paper  sold  per  month.  This  incentive  is  bringing  in  the  material 
and  at  the  same  time  supplementing  the  men’s  income.  There  is 
also  a  considerable  saving  in  tipping  space. 
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Salvage  of  other  Materials. 

A  limited  amount  of  reclamation  and  sale  of  other  materials 
took  place  during  the  year,  valued  as  follows  : — 


£  s.  d. 

17  0  0 
1  19  4 
6  14  4 


Textiles 

Non-ferrous  metal 
Ferrous  metals 


25  13  8 


The  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  drew  attention 
to  the  shortage  of  scrap  for  iron  and  steel  production.  Authorities 
were  asked  to  see  what  steps  could  be  taken  as  a  permanent  feature 
of  their  refuse  disposal  arrangements,  to  recover  the  maximum 
quantity  of  ferrous  scrap  from  the  refuse  they  collect.  You  have 
agreed  to  segregate  such  scrap  from  the  refuse  for  a  trial  period  in 
order  to  assess  whether  such  segregation  can  be  done  on  an  economic 
basis.  This  period  will  commence  very  early  in  1957. 

Refuse  Collection. 

House  refuse  collection  still  continues  to  be  maintained  on  a 
fairly  satisfactory  basis.  Difficulties,  however,  were  experienced 
during  the  winter  months  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  due  to  the 
inclement  weather  conditions  and  increased  sickness  in  the  men 
employed  upon  this  work.  The  sickness  rate  for  the  men  continues 
at  a  high  percentage  and  this  inevitably  creates  difficulties  on  the 
day  to  day  running  of  the  Department.  Suitable  men,  who  are 
conscientious  with  their  work,  are  extremely  difficult  to  find  when 
vacancies  exist. 

The  quantity  of  refuse  collected  in  the  area  is  particularly 
high,  principally  due  to  the  concessionary  coal  which  is  granted  to 
those  employed  by  the  National  Coal  Board.  Dustbins  soon  become 
completely  full  with  refuse  and  at  least  a  weekly  collection  has  to 
be  given  in  order  to  prevent  any  undue  accumulation  at  dwelling 
houses. 

The  vehicles  used  for  the  collection  of  house  refuse  are  as 
follows  ; — 


Two  10  cu.  yd.  Karrier  Gamecocks. 
One  10  cu.  yd.  Karrier  C.K.3. 

One  7  cu.  yd.  Karrier  Bantam. 


A  total  of  14,209  miles  were  travelled  by  these  vehicles  in  the 
year  and  a  total  number  of  265,392  dustbins  were  emptied. 
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Refuse  Disposal. 

All  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping  on  the  Refuse  Tip  at  Back 
Pit  Lane.  One  man  is  employed  full  time  on  the  levelling  of  the  tip. 
The  amount  of  land  available  for  this  method  of  disposal  is  becoming 
extremely  limited  and  consideration  will  have  to  be  given  to  future 
disposal  sites  together  with  the  proposed  use  of  the  present  site  in 
Back  Pit  Lane.  This  piece  of  land  was  formerly  very  low  lying  but 
the  filling  in  of  the  area  with  house  refuse  has  now  increased  the 
level  to  avoid  flooding. 


I 


Wilfred  Edmunds  Ltd..  Printers, 


